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courroie
A belt is a flexible strip, formerly made of leather or
reinforced fabric, and today most often made of rubber or
synthetic materials. It is used to transmit motion and
mechanical power between two or more wheels, pulleys,
or drive shafts. Its principle relies on the friction between
the belt and the components it connects, thereby
enabling the transfer of energy from one mechanism to
another. In the 19th century, with the development of
industry, belts played an essential role in factories: vast
transmission networks distributed the energy produced by
a central machine—often a steam engine—to all the
workshops and production machines. Thanks to this
system, motion could be conveyed over long distances
within a building and simultaneously power numerous
pieces of equipment. The belt is thus a fundamental
element in the history of mechanization and industrial
organization. Its operation illustrates the combination of
flexibility and rotation, of connection and movement,
allowing energy to be transmitted efficiently while
absorbing certain vibrations and irregularities. Even
today, belts are widely used in engines, industrial
machinery, and numerous mechanical devices, attesting
to the simplicity and enduring efficiency of this device.
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